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Note

Adventures of Don Quixote adapts a rich sampling of  
episodes from El ingenioso hidalgo don Quijote de la Man-
cha, the magnificent Spanish novel by Miguel de Cer-
vantes Saavedra that tells the story of a country gentle- 
man from La Mancha addicted to reading stories of  
chivalry. Don Quixote, influenced by tales of romance and  
adventure, leaves home on his workhorse, Rocinante, to 
go questing in the name of the lady of his dreams, Dul-
cinea. His idealistic sallies result in sometimes ridiculous,  
sometimes painful encounters. When he sets out for the 
second time as a knight errant, he has a “squire” to ac-
company him—his neighbor, the peace-loving, practi-
cal-minded, hapless Sancho Panza. 

Cervantes, born in 1547 into a family in the lowest rank of 
nobility, did not receive a full formal education, but read  
widely. He wrote poetry in his youth. In 1571 he perma- 
nently lost the use of his left hand when wounded during  
the naval battle of Lepanto, in which Christian European  
forces defeated the Turks. Beginning in 1575, he spent five  
years in captivity in northern Africa after his ship was cap- 
tured by Muslim forces. Ransomed in 1580, he earned a liv- 
ing writing plays, and published a pastoral novel, La 
Galatea, in 1585. He continued to live an eventful life, being  
jailed more than once during the course of his work requi- 
sitioning supplies for the great naval Armada of 1588 and  
as a tax collector. He also was excommunicated for requi- 
sitioning property of the Roman Catholic Church. 

When Cervantes published Part One of the adventures  
of Don Quixote in 1605, it was acclaimed. After a rival pub- 
lished a false Part Two in 1614, Cervantes hurriedly re- 
vised the Part Two he had been working on, and pub- 
lished it in 1615. He died in 1616.
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