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o Cleopatra’s tearss

e a strange question, but the answer might be yes!
Cleopatra wa ueen of ancient Egypt who lived more than 2,000 years
ago. Eve gh Cleopatra herself is long gone, the water that was in her
tears is still on Earth today. The water in Cleopatra’s tears became part
of all the other water on Earth, so there could be a tiny bit of that water in
anything you drink.
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Are you washing dishes with a caveman’s sweat?

Any time you turn on the tap, you could be getting caveman sweat!
The water in the sweat that cave people sweated is still somewhere on
Earth, and so is the water in the sweat that any person has sweated,

including you! Maybe some of the water you wash dishes was,once
in a caveman’s sweat.
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of years ago is still with us. The water on Earth today is the same water
that was here long ago because the water on Earth gets recycled over and
over and over and over again—including water that was in T. rex spit.
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water on an change from liquid to solid—as water gets colder, it
freezes into ice. It can change back again, too—as ice gets warmer, it
melts into liquid water.
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Didyou know that water can be invisible?

It may seem strange, but water can be an invisible gas called water vapor.
Water vapor mixes with the air and blows around in the wind, so there is

have enough to cover the surface of Earth in a layer of wat
2 centimeters thick!
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Are you breathing a puddle?

If you've ever watched a puddle for a few days, you've seen the water
slowly evaporate. The water in the puddle didn’'t just disappear—the
liquid water warmed up and turned into invisible water vapogdfrough a
process called evaporation. The air you are breathing righ##ow has water
vapor in it, and some of that water vapor could have condgiirom agotiddle.
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When there's a lot of water vapor in the air, people say the weather is
humid. Even though you can't see all that water vapor, you can feel it—
people often say humid air feels heavy and sticky.
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Have you seen drops of water all over the grass,
even though you know it didn’t rain?

Dewdrops often form on the ground overnight. Dewdrops may look
like raindrops, but dewdrops don't fall from the sky—so w do they
come from? They seem to appear out of thin air, and th
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breath condenses into tiny drops of liquid water. The condensed water
looks like a tiny cloud coming out of your mouth, and people call this
“seeing your breath.”
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Have you ever gone for a walk in the clouds?

Clouds usually form high up in the air. In fact, when clouds form lower
down, we don't even call them clouds—we call them fog. Even so, clouds

liquid water. Condensation usually happens high off th
every once in a while it gets cool enough near the ground
to condense, and fog is formed. If you go for a walk in the fo
walking through clouds.
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water in aclo bove you may have come from an ocean wave.

The colder it gets, the more likely water vapor is to condense. As you
go higher and higher up in the part of the atmosphere where weather

happens, it gets colder and colder. That's why clouds usually form high up
in the sky.
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ver been out in the rain! Clouds are formed from tiny
er, and these drops of water sometimes bump into

the ground as raindrops. Rain is a kind of precipitation, and so are snow
and hail. Precipitation that falls on you used to be part of clouds.
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Have you ever shot Niagara Falls out of a squirt gun?

After it rains, liquid water flows across the land and fills rivers, streams,
lakes, ponds, and waterfalls like Niagara Falls. The water then might get
collected, cleaned, and sent through pipes to your home, w
might use it to fill your squirt gun. The water you put in yo
today may have been in Niagara Falls long ago.
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Did you know that people really can walk on water?

When liquid water falls to Earth as precipitation, a lot of it soaks into

the ground and becomes groundwater. Groundwater is always moving
slowly underneath us through tiny spaces in the soil and roc
down deep enough, you will find groundwater—so where
is groundwater beneath you.
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.....

liquid wa e liquid water from the icebergs may evaporate into water
vapor in the air. The water vapor might condense into clouds. Then the
water might fall as rain and flow across the land. That same water can be
collected and cleaned for you to use to brush your teeth.
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h precipitation

evaporation

Did you kn heWater in one little pond

, water vapor is condensing into liquid water to form

in clouds is moving through the atmosphere and falling
n. Water from precipitation is filling lakes, the ocean, and
ponds like this one, becoming surface water. Then the water can evaporate
again, and all of this happens over and over. We call this the water cycle.

18
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g

at you are part of the water cycle?

In your body today has been in many other places—it
e ocean, underground, high in the air, and all over Earth’s
surface. Someday it will be in those places again. All of that water inside
you is part of the water cycle, so you're part of the water cycle, too.

19
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This picture sh
example
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Do you know where that drop of water has been?

It's been in the air, in the ground, inice, in clouds, and in living things.

It has evaporated, condensed, fallen as rain, and flowed in rivers. It has
frozen and melted over and over again. It has been aroun ce Earth
began, and it may even have been in T. rex spit or Cleop
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Glossary

atmosphere: the air that surrounds Earth

condensation: when a gas turns into a liquid
condense: to turn from a gas into a liquid
evaporate: to turn from a liquid into a gas
evaporation: when a liquid turns into a ga

freeze: to turn fromaliquid intoa s

24
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