
LAUSD
10/10/2020
Presented by Your Name

Unit Internalization 
& Guided Planning
Deep-dive and strengthening workshop
Grade 7, Rock Transformations

Do Now: Use the link in the chat to add your best 
remote learning tips and tricks to the Jamboard.

In a new tab, please log in to 
your Amplify Science account 

through Schoology.



Norms: Establishing a Culture of Learners

• Please keep your camera on, if possible. 
•

• Take some time to orient yourself to the platform
• “where’s the chat box? what are these squares at the top of my 

screen?, where’s the mute button?”

• Mute your microphone to reduce background noise unless 
sharing with the group

• The chat box is available for posting questions or responses to 
during the training

• Make sure you have a note-catcher present

• Be an active participant - chat, ask questions, discuss, share! 
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Workshop goals
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By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

• Internalize your upcoming unit. 

• Plan for collecting evidence of student learning in order to make 
instructional decisions to support diverse learner needs.

•  Gather resources to develop a multi-day plan for implementing 
Amplify Science within your class schedule and instructional 
format. 
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● Framing the day
○ Amplify Science Refresher 

○ Instructional Materials

● Unit Internalization 

● Planning to teach
○ Collecting evidence of student 

learning to meet diverse learner 
needs

● Reflection and closing 

Plan for the day 
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Amplify Science Refresher



Introduce a 
phenomenon and a 

related problem

Collect evidence
from multiple 

sources

Build
 increasingly

complex explanations

Apply knowledge to 
solve a 

different problem

Amplify Science Instructional Approach
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Launch units

Middle school course curriculum structure

● First unit
● 11 lessons

Core units
● Majority of units
● 19 lessons

*These are the prioritized units for 7th grade.



Instructional Materials



Standard Amplify Science Curriculum



Skip slide if modeling 
live on the platform.

Standard Amplify 
Science Curriculum

The Rock Transformations 
unit has 19 lessons across 
4 chapters. Each lesson is 
written to be 45 minutes 
long.



Below the chapters you will the 
unit guide. This includes all of 
your key documents for 
planning for the unit.

We will be using many of these 
in today’s workshop.

Skip slide if modeling 
live on the platform.

Standard Amplify 
Science Curriculum



When you click into a 
lesson, you will find key 
lesson level information.

We will be navigating to 
lessons during today’s 
workshop in order to 
better plan for collecting 
evidence of student 
learning in order to plan 
to meet the needs of 
diverse learners. 

Skip slide if modeling 
live on the platform.

Standard Amplify 
Science Curriculum



Questions? 
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Unit Map
Pages 2-3



Unit Guide Resources
Page 1



Rock Transformations

A rock sample found in the Great Plains and a rock sample found in the Rocky Mountains look 
different but are composed of a surprisingly similar mixture of minerals. Did the rocks form together 
and get split apart or did one rock form first and the other rock from from minerals of the fist rock?

Student geologistsHow do rocks form and change?

The plate motion that occurred near the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains uplifted igneous rock that 
formed underground. This rock eventually eroded and its sediment formed sedimentary rock in the Great 
Plains. Plate motion moves rock formations. Subduction moves rock down, below Earth’s outer layer. Uplift 
moves rock upward, toward Earth’s surface. Uplift and subduction can expose rock formations to different 
energy sources, which can transform them. Any type of rock can transform into any type of rock because of 
plate motion. 

Rocks that form in different ways are different types of rocks. Material for rock 
formations can come from rock formations that were weathered or melted. Rock 
formations can move between Earth’s surface and its interior, which can lead to their 
transformation.

Page 4



Questions? 
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Classroom wall

Modifications needed 
for remote learning:



The Teacher Overview 
document gives 
suggestions for modifying 
activities for remote 
learning.

Amplify Science 
@Home Curriculum



Adapting the Amplify Approach for Remote Learning
(Excerpt from the @Home Teacher Overview)

Pages 11-14



Classroom wall options
The classroom wall, which provides an important reference for students to track and reflect 
on their developing understanding of the unit's anchor phenomenon and content, has 
been reimagined as an @Home Science Wall. A complete list of Chapter Questions, key 
concepts, and vocabulary that have been introduced so far are provided in the last lesson 
of each chapter. To enhance students’ experience of the @Home Science Wall, you could 
have students:

● Draw a picture or write their ideas on their @Home Science Wall pages.

● Highlight each question, key concept, or word that is introduced.

● Cut out each question, key concept, or word. These can be then posted on a wall, 
large sheet of paper, or refrigerator at home.

Additionally, if you are meeting with your class remotely, you could create a virtual 
@Home Science Wall.

Page 12



Classroom wall

Observing rocks

Modifications needed 
for remote learning:



Hands-on activity options
● Do the activity with simple materials students are likely to have at home. 

(For activities where this is feasible, instructions are provided.)

● Watch a video. (For some hands-on activities in the @Home Units, a video / 
images of the investigation are provided.)

● Do the activity using kit materials if available. For example,

○ If possible, send home materials to students who need them.

○ If you have access to your Amplify Science kit, and have opportunities 
to teach synchronously, demonstrate some hands-on activities with 
student input.

Page 12



Suggestions for Online 
Synchronous Time

page 10
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x x

Lesson 1.2

Lesson 1.2 Warm-up and Video

x

x

complete the 
warm-up activity on 
the Amplify Science 
site and submit, 
students will watch 
the unit introduction 
video, and if possible, 
collect a few rocks 
from outside.

create an assignment 
in Schoology asking 
students to compete 
the warm-up activity 
and view the video. 
The teacher will 
review answer to the 
warm-up. 

15 min.



page 6

x
Lesson 1.2 Discussion and Observation

x

30 min

engage in a 
discussion about 
their initial ideas, 
and observe 
photographs of rock 
samples. 

lead students 
through the lesson 
using the Amplify 
Science site and a 
few teacher-created 
slides.

x

Lesson 1.2

Lesson 1.2 Warm-up and Video

x

x

complete the 
warm-up activity on 
the Amplify Science 
site and submit, 
students will watch 
the unit introduction 
video.

create an assignment 
in Schoology asking 
students to compete 
the warm-up activity 
and view the video. 
The teacher will 
review answer to the 
warm-up. 

15 min.



Sample Teacher 
Created Slides

Classroom Wall

Rock Samples
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Asynchronous: students complete the warm-up activity
Synchronous: record observations of rocks,  students will also 
jot down their initial ideas about each of the claims

Asynchronous: students will submit their work digitally on the 
Amplify Science website
Synchronous: Students will submit their work on the Amplify 
Science site or by taking a picture of their Investigation 
Notebook page and emailing it



page 7

Supports:
● Leverage primary language for recording observations of rocks
● Preview the video with a small group of students and allow them to have an initial (small group) 

discussion about the unit phenomenon
Extension:

● Create a diagram of the rock samples then go online and search to try to figure out what type of rock 
they might be

Asynchronous: students complete the warm-up activity
Synchronous: record observations of rocks either on the 
Amplify site or in their investigation notebook., students will 
also jot down their initial ideas about each of the claims

Asynchronous: students will submit their work digitally on the 
Amplify Science website
Synchronous: Students will submit their work on the Amplify 
Science site or by taking a picture of their Investigation 
Notebook page and emailing it



pages 8 & 9Planning Resource



Questions? 
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Plan for the day 

● Framing the day
○ Amplify Science Refresher 

○ Instructional Materials

● Unit Internalization 

● Planning to teach
○ Collecting evidence of student 

learning to meet diverse learner 
needs

● Reflection and closing 



During this workshop did we meet our objectives?
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• Were you able to internalize your upcoming unit?

• Do you know how to plan for collecting evidence of student 
learning in order to make instructional decisions to support 
diverse learner needs?

•  Do you have the resources you need to develop a multi-day plan 
for implementing Amplify Science within your class schedule 
and instructional format?



Upcoming LAUSD Office Hours
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Bi-weekly through October
● Thursday, 10/15 (3-4pm)
● Thursday, 10/29 (3-4pm)

https://tinyurl.com/6-8OfficeHours



Program Hub: Self Study Resources 



https://amplify.com/lausd-science/

https://amplify.com/lausd-science/


Back to school national webinar series
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Now-October, topics include:
● Remote and hybrid learning support

● Navigation support

● What’s new for 2020-2021

● Planning support

● Curriculum overview

bit.ly/BTSwebinars



Additional Amplify resources
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Caregivers site
Provide your students’ families 
information about Amplify Science and 
what students are learning
amplify.com/amplify-science-family-
resource-intro/



Additional Amplify resources
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Program Guide
Glean additional insight into the 
program’s structure, intent, philosophies, 
supports, and flexibility. 
http://amplify.com/science/california/r
eview

Amplify Help
Find lots of advice and answers from the 
Amplify team. 
my.amplify.com/help



Additional Amplify Support
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Customer Care
Seek information specific to 
enrollment and rosters, technical 
support, materials and kits, and 
teaching support, weekdays 
7AM-7PM EST.

When contacting the customer care 
team:

● Identify yourself as an Amplify Science 
user.

● Note the unit you are teaching.
● Note the type of device you are using 

(Chromebook, iPad, Windows, laptop).
● Note the web browser you are using 

(Chrome or Safari).
● Include a screenshot of the problem, if 

possible.
● Copy your district or site IT  contact on 

emails.

scihelp@amplify.com

800-823-1969

Amplify Chat



Smart Start Plans
Middle School Science Schoology Group

● Access code to join the Schoology 
Group: SPG7G-K7BT9

● Once in the group, you will find the 
Smart Start Plans under resources. 



Creating Assignments in Schoology

● Click Add Materials.
● Select Add Assignment.
● Fill out the Create Assignment form.
● Options. Use Options to turn on/off the 

following features: Use Individually Assign to 
only display the assignment to a specific 
member of the course or a grading group.

● Click Create to complete



LAUSD Shared Logins
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Elementary Student Apps Shared Logins

English
● Username: ampsci123
● Password: ampsci123

Spanish
● Username: ampsci123sp
● Password: ampsci123sp




