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Unit Internalization 
& Guided Planning
Deep-dive and strengthening workshop
Grade 7, Matter and Energy in Ecosystems

Do Now: Use the link in the chat to add something you 
love about teaching Amplify Science to  the Jamboard.



Use two windows for today’s webinar

 Window #1

 Window #2



Norms: Establishing a culture of learners

        Please keep your camera on, if possible.
• Take some time to orient yourself to the platform

• “Where’s the chat box? What are these squares at the top of my 
screen?, where’s the mute button?”

• Mute your microphone to reduce background noise 
unless sharing with the group

• The chat box is available for posting questions or 
responses to during the training

Make sure you have a note-catcher present

• Engage at your comfort level - chat, ask questions, 
discuss, share! 

44



Workshop goals
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By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

• Internalize your upcoming unit. 

• Plan for collecting evidence of student learning in order to make 
instructional decisions to support diverse learner needs.

•  Gather resources to develop a multi-day plan for implementing 
Amplify Science within your class schedule and instructional 
format. 
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● Framing the day
○ Amplify Science Refresher 

○ Instructional Materials

● Unit Internalization 

● Planning to teach
○ Collecting evidence of student 

learning to meet diverse learner 
needs

● Reflection and closing 

Plan for the day 
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Amplify Science Refresher



Introduce a 
phenomenon and a 

related problem

Collect evidence
from multiple 

sources

Build
 increasingly

complex explanations

Apply knowledge to 
solve a 

different problem

Amplify Science Instructional Approach
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Launch units

Middle school course curriculum structure

● First unit
● 11 lessons

Core units
● Majority of units
● 19 lessons

*These are the prioritized units for 7th grade.



Instructional Materials



Standard Amplify Science Curriculum



Standard 
Amplify Science 

Curriculum

Skip slide if modeling 
live on the platform.



Skip slide if modeling 
live on the platform.

Standard Amplify 
Science Curriculum



Standard Amplify 
Science Curriculum

Skip slide if modeling 
live on the platform.



Questions? 
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Unit Guide Resources
Page 1



Unit Map
Pages 2-3



Progress Build
Pages 4-5



Pages 2-5

Page 6

Unit Internalization 
Work Time



Matter and Energy in Ecosystems

There is a failed biodome, or closed ecosystem, that couldn’t provide the 
organisms inside with the resources needed to release energy. 

Student ecologists How do all the organisms in an ecosystem get the 
resources they need to release energy?

Students discover that a decrease in the amount of carbon in abiotic matter 
inherently means an increase in the amount of carbon in another part of the 
ecosystem. In the case of the biodome, as the amount of carbon in the air decreased, 
the amount of carbon in dead matter increased due to the absence of decomposers. 

Producers make energy storage molecules using the carbon from carbon dioxide. Through the process of 
cellular respiration, producers, consumers, and decomposers release energy from energy storage molecules 
and make carbon dioxide using the carbon in energy storage molecules. When organisms give off carbon 
dioxide, this moves carbon from biotic matter to abiotic matter, which makes carbon available to producers 
of photosynthesis. A change in the distribution of carbon in the ecosystem indicates that the movement of 
carbon (via photosynthesis or cellular respiration) has changed in the ecosystem.

Lesson Overview 
Compilation 

Progress Buld

Unit Guide 
Document

Unit Map

Page 7



Questions? 
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Classroom wall

Modifications needed 
for remote learning:



Amplify Science 
@Home Curriculum



Adapting the Amplify Approach for Remote Learning
(Excerpt from the @Home Teacher Overview)

Pages 15-18



●

●

●

Page 16
Pages 13-14



Classroom wall

Modifications needed 
for remote learning:

Reading 



Page 15

Page 17



Suggestions for Online 
Synchronous Time

page 12
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x x

Lesson 1.2

Lesson 1.2 Video and Warm-up

x

x

complete the 
warm-up activity on 
the Amplify Science 
site and submit, 
students will watch 
the unit introduction 
video, and jot down 
questions or 
comments

create an assignment 
in Schoology asking 
students to view the 
video, compete the 
warm-up activity, and 
list 
questions/comments.. 
The teacher will 
review answer to the 
warm-up. 

15 min.



page 8

x
Lesson 1.2 Activities T and 2

x

30 min

Activity T: be introduced 
to the biome and 
mission
Activity 3: Read Biodome 
Files and make initial 
claims about the 
Chapter Question. 
Discuss ideas with a 
partner. 

Activity T: introduce the 
problem using the platform 
(including projections). 
Activity 3: The teacher will 
have students read the 
Biodiome Files in the digital 
format.. Then, use breakout 
groups to facilitate the 
partner discussion.

x

Lesson 1.2

Lesson 1.2 Warm-up and Video

x

x

15 min.

complete the 
warm-up activity on 
the Amplify Science 
site and submit, 
students will watch 
the unit introduction 
video, and jot down 
questions or 
comments

create an assignment 
in Schoology asking 
students to compete 
the warm-up activity, 
view the video and list 
questions/comments.. 
The teacher will 
review answer to the 
warm-up. 



Sample Teacher Created Slides
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Asynchronous: students complete the warm-up activity and 
jot down their initial ideas
Synchronous: students submit initial claims 

Asynchronous: students will submit Warm Up work digitally 
on the Amplify Science website

Synchronous: during activity 2, students will submit their 
initial claims on the Amplify Science site OR by taking a 
picture of their notes and emailing them.

/
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Asynchronous: students complete the warm-up activity and 
jot down their initial ideas
Synchronous: students submit initial claims 

Asynchronous: students will submit Warm Up work digitally 
on the Amplify Science website

Synchronous: during activity 2, students will submit their 
initial claims on the Amplify Science site OR by taking a 
picture of their notes and emailing them.

Supports:
● Provide students with the Multi-Language Glossary where appropriate
● Provide sentence starters
● Provide a transcript of the video

Extension:
● Have students generate ideas about why scientists consider dead things to be biotic matter rather than 

abiotic matter--to think about how dead things are fundamentally different from things that were never 
alive.



page 9

Supports:
● Provide students with the Multi-Language Glossary where appropriate
● Provide sentence starters
● Provide a transcript of the video

Extension:
● Have students consider what tools would be needed to make additional observations of the substances

Asynchronous: students complete the warm-up activity and 
jot down their initial ideas
Synchronous: record observations of the three substances

Asynchronous: students will submit Warm Up work digitally 
on the Amplify Science website, and jot initial questions and 
comments about the video on paper to bring with them to the 
asynchronous lesson
Synchronous: during activity 3, students will submit their 
observations on the Amplify Science site OR by taking a 
picture of their notes and emailing them.



Pages 8-9Planning Resource



Sample Jamboard # 2



Questions? 
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Plan for the day 

● Framing the day
○ Amplify Science Refresher 

○ Instructional Materials

● Unit Internalization 

● Planning to teach
○ Collecting evidence of student 

learning to meet diverse learner 
needs

● Reflection and closing 



During this workshop did we meet our objectives?
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• Were you able to internalize your upcoming unit?

• Do you know how to plan for collecting evidence of student 
learning in order to make instructional decisions to support 
diverse learner needs?

•  Do you have the resources you need to develop a multi-day plan 
for implementing Amplify Science within your class schedule 
and instructional format?



Upcoming LAUSD Office Hours
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Monthly through January
● Thursday, 12/10 (3-4pm)
● Thursday, 1/14 (3-4pm)

http://bit.ly/LAUSDMSOfficeHours 

http://bit.ly/LAUSDMSOfficeHours


Program Hub: Self Study Resources 



Additional Amplify resources
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Caregivers site
Provide your students’ families 
information about Amplify Science and 
what students are learning
amplify.com/amplify-science-family-
resource-intro/



Additional Amplify resources
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Program Guide
Glean additional insight into the 
program’s structure, intent, philosophies, 
supports, and flexibility. 
http://amplify.com/science/california/r
eview

Amplify Help
Find lots of advice and answers from the 
Amplify team. 
my.amplify.com/help



Additional Amplify Support
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Customer Care
Seek information specific to 
enrollment and rosters, technical 
support, materials and kits, and 
teaching support, weekdays 
7AM-7PM EST.

When contacting the customer care 
team:

● Identify yourself as an Amplify Science 
user.

● Note the unit you are teaching.
● Note the type of device you are using 

(Chromebook, iPad, Windows, laptop).
● Note the web browser you are using 

(Chrome or Safari).
● Include a screenshot of the problem, if 

possible.
● Copy your district or site IT  contact on 

emails.

scihelp@amplify.com

800-823-1969

Amplify Chat



Please provide us feedback!
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URL: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AmplifyLAUSDMS

Presenter names : 

Date: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AmplifyLAUSDMS


Creating Assignments in Schoology

●
●
●
●

●


