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Introduction

Amplify Reading is a student-driven digital literacy program that provides students 
in grades K–5 with practice and explicit instruction in the underlying phonics, 
phonological awareness, vocabulary, and comprehension processes essential for 
fluent reading and strong comprehension. Its research-based, standards-aligned 
curriculum engages and motivates students through a variety of mini-games 
and activities, each focusing on building proficiency in foundational reading 
and comprehension skills while providing opportunities to apply those skills in 
increasingly complex texts. 

It’s critical to support English learners (ELs) with proven strategies. Amplify 
Reading’s instructional methods (e.g., providing clear models, multiple opportunities 
to practice skills, feedback, cumulative review) and the skills and strategies taught 
in phonics, morphology, and language leverage techniques proven to help ELs learn 
how to read in English. Coupled with progressing Spanish-language support, Amplify 
Reading ensures that all students can succeed, no matter what their first language is.
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Figure 2. Percentage of ELs making above-average growth as measured by 
DIBELS® Zones of Growth

Amplify Reading helps 
English learners close  
the achievement gap.

In a recent study, ELs who used Amplify Reading demonstrated better growth from 
beginning to middle of year compared to ELs who did not use the program, as 
measured by DIBELS® 8th Edition Zones of Growth. Figure 1 shows the percentages 
of students who made above-average growth, or growth greater than what students 
who start with similar skills make on average in the national sample. Greater 
percentages of ELs in the group who used Amplify Reading made above-average 
growth compared to the group of ELs who did not. For example, in third grade, 54% 
of ELs using Amplify Reading made above-average growth, whereas only 45% of the 
comparison group made above-average growth.
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Spanish language supports

One of the main ways Amplify Reading offers support to a large sub-group of ELs is 
through Spanish voice-over. We strongly believe that no matter what skill content 
is being worked on, we will engage and motivate students to do the hard work of 
learning literacy skills and learning how to read by providing accessible engagement 
features, including our narrative. The engagement narrative for students in grades 
K–3 is currently available in Spanish and will be available for students in grades 4 
and 5 in the fall of 2021. 

Spanish voice-over instructions are also available 
in Foundational Skills games to ensure ELs can 
access this critical content to build their decoding 
skills. In the fall of 2021, additional Spanish voice-
over instructions will be available in vocabulary and 
sentence-level comprehension processes games 
so ELs can build their vocabulary, language, and 
critical comprehension skills before moving into 
analyzing complex texts.

It’s also important to support our native Spanish-
speaking families in understanding their students’ 
expected use and progress in Amplify Reading. 
Amplify Reading has a number of resources 
available in both English and Spanish to support 
these communications, including a website 
specifically dedicated to supporting families.
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Personalization and 
instructional methods

Because Amplify Reading is responsive to student performance within the games 
(i.e., it adapts based on how students respond to tasks within and across games), the 
program is able to target the specific areas of need for each student, allowing them to 
practice those skills where they struggle and to later use their mental model building 
skills to respond to and analyze increasingly complex texts.

Amplify Reading also provides the type of instruction ELs need by limiting and 
simplifying the amount and type of language used, offering lots of opportunities to 
respond, providing clear feedback, and covering key content/skills.
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Systematic and explicit 
instruction

Research suggests that the best approaches to literacy instruction for ELs are highly 
similar to those for non-ELs: explicit instruction in phonological awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension processes.

Foundational Skills
Amplify Reading teaches the full progression of phonics and phonological awareness 
skills, including at the syllable level (which is typically the focus of Spanish literacy 
instruction), enabling students to transfer early literacy skills they’re learning 
across languages.

Vocabulary
Amplify Reading provides students with a variety of approaches to vocabulary 
instruction. For example, students receive explicit instruction in morphology, 
providing strategies to help build vocabulary during independent reading, which 
has been shown to be especially helpful for ELs.
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Activities also provide explicit practice with Tier 2 vocabulary words, words with 
multiple meanings, and idiomatic expressions.

Amplify Reading includes many opportunities for students to learn, practice, and 
see vocabulary words in context. Our Reveal word feature, which supplies contextual 
definitions with audio and picture supports for targeted vocabulary words upon hover, 
can be found throughout the Close Reading and eReader components of the program.

Comprehension processes 
Games also provide explicit language instruction with devices such as connectives 
and anaphora, as well as strategy instruction in comprehension monitoring. 
Amplify Reading is unique in that it allows students to independently practice these 
comprehension processes, which are critical according to EL and literacy specialists.

Skill transfer to eReader texts
Students are given opportunities to transfer all these skills and strategies to actual 
texts in the program’s interactive eReader. For example, students learn the concept 
of anaphora in a game called UnMask That! They begin by linking pronouns to their 
referents within single sentences, then multiple sentences, then short paragraphs. 
After practicing the skill and demonstrating a degree of proficiency, they will 
encounter anaphora in their eReader texts. Students are reminded to use what they 
have learned with an UnMask That! icon embedded within the text.



Rigor and access to  
grade-level complexity

Instruction for ELs should be based on complex academic standards. Unfortunately, 
ELs are often placed in less rigorous instruction, with lower expectations. This 
instructional watering down does not help ELs achieve academically. Instead, the 
research suggests that ELs should be given ample support—like Reveal words and 
read-aloud texts—while accessing grade-level content. Amplify Reading ensures that 
all students get the same skill and vocabulary practice with supports and scaffolds 
within grade-level texts that maximize student achievement and confidence.
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