
Unit 3: The Earth System
(with an assessment focus)
Grade 5, Part 1

School/District Name: LAUSD
Date: 
Presented by: 



Ice Breaker! 
Who do we have in the room today?

● Question: In the chat, share 
what experience you have 
had with assessments in the 
Amplify Science curriculum.



○ To join Amplify ES Group: W4PK-W466-63F5B

Schoology 



15

Next Office Hour:

January 31, 2022

● Monday,  (4-5pm)

https://meet.google.com/uwc-uuaz-qdc?authuser=0

Upcoming LAUSD Office Hours
Last working Monday of the month

https://meet.google.com/uwc-uuaz-qdc?authuser=0


Part 1



● Introduction and Framing

● Unit Overview

● Formative Assessments

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 1 



Overarching goals
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

❏ Internalize the unit
❏ Describe the overall structure of the Assessment System 
❏ Describe the overall structure and purpose the Formative 

Assessments.



Year at a Glance: Grade 5

Patterns of Earth 
and Sky

Modeling Matter The Earth System Ecosystem 
Restoration

Domain: Earth and 
Space Science

Domain: Physical 
Science

Domain: Earth and 
Space Science 

Domain: Life Science

Unit type: Investigation Unit type: Modeling Unit type: Engineering 
Design

Unit type: 
Argumentation

Student role: 
Astronomers

Student role: Food 
scientists

Student role: Water 
resource engineers

Student role: 
Ecologists



Amplify Science Approach

Introduce a 
phenomenon and 
a related problem

Collect evidence
from multiple 

sources

Build increasingly
complex 

explanations

Apply knowledge 
to solve a 

different problem



● Introduction and Framing

● Unit Overview

● Formative Assessments

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 1 
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Opportunities for students 
to extend their scientific 
thinking and practices 
outside the traditional 
realms of the science 
classroom.  

The Earth System

Problem: What can determine how much water is 
available for human use?

Role: Water Resource Engineer

The cities of East Ferris and West Ferris are located on different sides of a 
mountain on the fictional Ferris Island. East Ferris is having a water shortage 
while West Ferris is not. Students learn about the Earth system so they can help 
figure out what is causing the water shortage on one part of the island
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University of California

Opportunities for students 
to extend their scientific 
thinking and practices 
outside the traditional 
realms of the science 
classroom.  

The Earth System
Coherent Storylines
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Opportunities for students 
to extend their scientific 
thinking and practices 
outside the traditional 
realms of the science 
classroom.  

Explaining the phenomenon: 
Science Concepts

What science concepts do you 
think students need to 
understand in order to explain 
the phenomenon?
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

The Earth System Progress Build

Rain can happen when water 

vapor gets cold and condenses 

into liquid water.

Water vapor condenses as it 
moves higher, to where the 
atmosphere is colder.

Mountains can redirect water 
vapor higher in the atmosphere.

Prior knowledge (preconceptions): Prior knowledge (preconceptions): Students are expected to 
have experienced rain and to have seen beaded water on a cold cup or dew on surfaces after a 
cold night.
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Key Unit Guide Documents for Planning
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What can determine how much water is available for 
human use?

The Earth System

 

Students use their understanding of how 
parts of the Earth system interact to explain 
why one side of Ferris Island is experiencing a 
water shortage.

T

Water Resource Engineer

How do rocks and fossils tell us about the 
way Earth changes over time?

More water vapor moves up in the atmosphere over West Ferris because a mountain directs the wind 
blowing from the ocean upward. This causes water vapor in the air to cool, condense, and fall as rain 
over West Ferris. Air that continues on over the mountain does not have enough water vapor left to 
condense and fall as rain over East Ferris.

Students investigate how interactions between the parts of the Earth system affect the movement and 
distribution of water (systems and system models), and they apply their understanding to design 
solutions for a water shortage. Students also obtain information from firsthand investigations, models, 
and text to figure out how new substances can form through chemical reactions, even though no matter is 
created or destroyed (energy and matter).



Questions? 



● Introduction and Framing

● Unit Overview

● Formative Assessments

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 1 



Why do we assess our students?

Assessment

To evaluate students’ 
mastery and 

communicate with 
stakeholders

To monitor progress 
and provide timely 

support



Why do we assess our students?

Assessment

Summative 
assessment

Formative 
assessment
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End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System 

Critical Juncture Assessments

On the Fly 
Assessments

Self-Assessment

End-of-Unit 
Assessment
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

Progress Build
A unit-specific learning progression
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

The Earth System Progress Build

Rain can happen when water 

vapor gets cold and condenses 

into liquid water.

Water vapor condenses as it 
moves higher, to where the 
atmosphere is colder.

Mountains can redirect water 
vapor higher in the atmosphere.

Prior knowledge (preconceptions): Prior knowledge (preconceptions): Students are expected to 
have experienced rain and to have seen beaded water on a cold cup or dew on surfaces after a 
cold night.

What new ideas are 
added at Level 2?

What new ideas are 
added at Level 3?



© 2020 The Regents of the University of California

Progress Build 
analysis

Skim your unit’s Progress Build.

Work time

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BtK3NTLLq5jQkDfAJraSxB1aK9103GMY/preview
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On-the-Fly Assessments

• Track student progress within a 
Progress Build level

• Embedded into instruction
• Assessment resource includes 

“Look for” and “Now what”

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1
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Grade 5 | The Earth System

Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, 
Water Solutions
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Discussing Water Use
Activity 1

5 MINLesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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In the previous lesson, we used a globe 
and a book to learn about water.

What did we learn about 
where most of the water 
is on Earth? What about 
where freshwater is 
on Earth?

Activity 1Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Chapter 1 Question
Why is East Ferris running out of water while 
West Ferris is not?

Activity 1Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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East Ferris is on an 
island, so it is surrounded 
by salt water in the 
ocean. Like us, people on 
Ferris Island need 
freshwater, not salt 
water, for their 
daily activities.

Activity 1Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions



© The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

Mayor McKnight provided this data 
about the population in East Ferris.

What do you notice?

Activity 1Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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What do you think the 
population size has to do 
with the water shortage?

Activity 1Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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How can people affect how much 
freshwater is available?

Activity 1Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions

Today, we are going to investigate 
this question:
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Introducing Synthesizing
Activity 2

15 MINLesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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We are going to use an 
Investigation Notebook 
like scientists use.

Activity 2Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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We will read this book 
about what causes water 
shortages around the 
world and some of the 
ways people deal with 
water shortages.

Activity 2Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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We’re going to record big ideas, not 
small details.

What was one big idea 
that we learned from the 
graphs we examined in 
Water Encyclopedia?

Activity 2Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Partner Reading
Activity 3

25 MINLesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Take a few minutes to 
look through the book. 
Notice how it is 
organized.

Activity 3Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Activity 3Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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I think this first sentence 
is a big idea since it is 
what the book is going to 
be about. It also relates 
to our question of how 
people can affect how 
much water is available.

Activity 3Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Record this big idea in 
your notebooks.

Activity 3Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions

Most of Earth’s water is salt water, so there is not a 
lot of freshwater on Earth.

Overuse, pollution, and drought are three major 
causes of water shortages.
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Read the rest of the 
book. Discuss and 
record any other big 
ideas from the book that 
you think help answer 
our Investigation 
Question.

Activity 3Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Synthesizing Ideas About 
Water Shortages

Activity 4

15 MINLesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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What big ideas did you 
discuss and record as 
you read Water 
Shortages, Water 
Solutions?

Activity 4Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions
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Based on what you 
learned from the two 
books, what new 
understandings do you 
have about the answer to 
our question?

Activity 4Lesson 1.2: Water Shortages, Water Solutions

 On-the-Fly Assessment 1:
Synthesizing Ideas
Look for: This activity is students’ first opportunity to synthesize ideas 
from text in order to come to a new understanding. This lesson serves as 
an introduction to the sense-making strategy of synthesizing and is a 
chance for students to try it out with the book they have read. Students 
will continue to develop facility with this strategy throughout the unit 
through additional modeling and continued practice. As you circulate, 
make note of the ideas that students have identified in the text as 
related to the question “How can people affect how much 
freshwater is available?” Are they discussing what they think the big 
ideas are from the book? Are they thinking about a new 
understanding that relates to the question?

Now what? If students are having trouble getting started with 
synthesizing, or if they are connecting unrelated ideas, you may want 
to model by using an example from Water Shortages, Water 
Solutions. (Pages 8–9, “Drought Down Under,” will work well for this 
purpose. Discuss the key idea that when people use water and it isn’t 
replaced by rain, the amount available in reservoirs can go down.) 
Depending on how many students need this support, you could 
either coach a few students individually, work with a small 
group, or model synthesizing with the whole class. As you guide 
student thinking with this sense-making strategy, remind students 
that they are trying to figure out how people might help to cause a 
water shortage.
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Additional formative assessment information

In addition to assessing concepts in 
the Progress Build, some On-the-Fly 
Assessments provide data about:

• Science and Engineering 
Practices

• Crosscutting Concepts
• Literacy skills
• Student collaboration

On-the-Fly Assessments
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Critical Juncture Assessments

2.6 3.3 4.2
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Critical Juncture Assessments

• Track student progress 
between Progress Build levels

• Embedded into instruction
• Assessment resource includes 

“Assess Understanding” and 
“Tailor Instruction”

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

2.6 3.3 4.2
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Grade 5 | The Earth System

Lesson 2.6: Explaining How 
Raindrops Form
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Roundtable 
Discussion Routine

Activity 1

25 MINLesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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Today, we will respond to the mayor’s request 
and write explanations for the people of East 
Ferris about why more rain forms over West 
Ferris than East Ferris. 

Activity 1Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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To prepare for writing, we will discuss what 
we’ve learned so far.

You’ll each take a turn leading a discussion 
about condensation and evaporation with 
your fellow water resource engineers.

Activity 1Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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Explaining How 
Raindrops Form

Activity 2

25 MINLesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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In order to help Mayor McKnight, we need to 
write detailed explanations to the people of 
East Ferris about why more rain forms over 
West Ferris than East Ferris.

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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All explanations in science are based 
on evidence. 

We have evidence about how rain forms from 
our investigations, from books we’ve read, and 
from the Sim.

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form



© The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

What Is a Scientific Explanation?

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form

1.  It answers a question about how or why something happens.

2.  It is based on ideas you learned from investigations and text.

3.  It is written for an audience.

4.  It describes things that are not easy to observe.

5.  It uses scientific language.
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What Is a Scientific Explanation?

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form

1.  It answers a question about how or why something happens.

2.  It is based on ideas you learned from investigations and text.

3.  It is written for an audience.

4.  It describes things that are not easy to observe.

5.  It uses scientific language.
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What Is a Scientific Explanation?

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form

1.  It answers a question about how or why something happens.

2.  It is based on ideas you learned from investigations and text.

3.  It is written for an audience.

4.  It describes things that are not easy to observe.

5.  It uses scientific language.
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Record the science 
words you would like 
to use to explain your 
ideas.

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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Turn to page 33 in your notebooks.

After you write your 
explanations, you 
can add a diagram 
if it helps explain 
your thinking.

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form
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Write your scientific 
explanation.

Activity 2Lesson 2.6: Explaining How Raindrops Form

 Critical Juncture Assessment 1:
Why More Rain Forms Over West Ferris
Assess understanding: In Activity 2, students construct an explanation in response 
to the question “Why does a lot of rain form over West Ferris?” The purpose of this 
Critical Juncture is to gauge students’ understanding of the process of condensation in 
the context of rainfall. Students should demonstrate an understanding of the following 
critical concepts in their written explanations and, if applicable, their diagrams:
• Raindrops (liquid water) form from water vapor in the atmosphere.
• Raindrops form when water vapor gets cold.
• Water molecules are far apart in water vapor.
• Molecules of water come together when they condense.
As you review students’ explanations and diagrams (if applicable), take note of 
whether they demonstrate an understanding of these ideas. For further guidance on 
what to look for in students’ explanations, including possible student responses, refer 
to the Assessment Guide: Reviewing Students’ Chapter 2 Explanations About How 
Raindrops Form (in Digital Resources).

Tailor Instruction: For students who are not demonstrating an understanding of how rain 
forms in the context of evaporation and condensation, take note of where the 
misunderstanding is coming from. For students having trouble with the phenomenon at 
the nanoscale, you can return to the Sim (with the Water Molecules toggle ON). Help 
students use the key to observe separated water molecules in the air as water vapor, and 
clustered groups of water molecules as liquid water. Make sure students observe that clouds 
(liquid water) do not form without water molecules grouping together. Direct students to run 
the Sim and then press ANALYZE. In Analyze, have students use the Atmosphere Window to 
observe the molecules in water vapor and liquid water more closely. Help students observe 
that the water molecules are the same in both the vapor and liquid phases—it is the way 
molecules are clustered together or spread apart that changes with phase.
For students who have trouble understanding how liquid water can come from 
invisible water at the observable scale, return to pages 7–10 of Drinking Cleopatra’s 
Tears, and remind them of their investigations in Lessons 2.1 and 2.2. You can also 
draw on students’ everyday experiences of water vapor in the air, such as how the air can 
feel “wet” on a humid day, or how the bathroom can feel damp after a shower.
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Formative assessment information

Full text of assessment

● Embedded 
Formative 
Assessments 
document

Locating assessment 
resources

● Instructional guide

● Classroom Slides 
notes
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Additional formative assessment information

Full text of assessment
• Embedded Formative 

Assessments document
• Instructional guide
• Classroom slides notes

Additional resources
• Lesson Brief: Digital 

Resources

Locating assessment 
resources
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Additional formative assessment information

• Within assessments: 
• “Look fors” (OtF)
• “Assess Understanding” (CJ)

• Possible responses within 
the Instructional Guide

• Digital resources
• Assessment Guides
• Teacher References

Possible student responses
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Embedded formative assessments

1. Use the Embedded Formative Assessments 
document to get familiar with On-the-Fly and 
Critical Juncture Assessments in your unit.

2. Download the classroom slides for a lesson 
with an On the Fly assessment or Critical 
Juncture.

3. Read through the teacher notes and make note 
of any possible student responses. (You can 
copy and paste them into your notes for that 
slide.)

On-the-Fly and Critical Juncture 
Assessments
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Additional formative assessment 
information

• End of each chapter

• Grades K-1: Pair Share activity

• Grades 2-5: Independent Investigation 
Notebook activity

Student Self-Assessments

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1
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79

Data Collection Tool 
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Share Out

Jamboard

Go to the link in 
the chat and 
add your 
thoughts



● Introduction and Framing

● Unit Overview

● Formative Assessments

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 1 



Overarching goals
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

❏ Internalize the unit
❏ Describe the overall structure of the Assessment System 
❏ Describe the overall structure and purpose the Formative 

Assessments.



Additional resources 

Caregivers

Caregivers

https://amplify.com/science-caregivers
https://amplify.com/science-caregivers
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LAUSD Microsite- 
https://amplify.com/lausd-science



Additional resources and ongoing support

Customer Care

Seek information specific to 
enrollment and rosters, technical 
support, materials and kits, and 
teaching support, weekdays 
7AM-10PM EST and weekends 
10AM-6PM EST.

help@amplify.com

800-823-1969

Amplify Chat



End of Part 1



Break

10:00 - 10:30



Unit 3: The Earth System
(with an assessment focus)
Grade 5, Part 2

School/District Name: LAUSD
Date: 
Presented by: 



Part 2



Overarching goals
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

❏ Understand the pre and post assessments in this unit. 
❏ Understand how the formative assessments build to the 

summative assessment.



● Pre-Assessment

● Summative assessment

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 2 



● Pre-Assessment

● Summative assessment

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 2 
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End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System 

Critical Juncture Assessments

On the Fly 
Assessments

End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Self 
Assessments
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System

Critical Juncture
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Grade 5 | The Earth System

Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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Introducing the Unit
Activity 1

10 MINLesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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We are beginning a unit 
about water.

On Ferris Island, the city 
of East Ferris does not 
have enough water. They 
need our help to solve 
this problem.

Activity 1Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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For this unit, we will take 
on the role of water 
resource engineers 
helping East Ferris with 
their water problem.

Activity 1Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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Unit Question
What can determine how much water is available 
for human use?

Activity 1Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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Chapter 1 Question
Why is East Ferris running out of water while 
West Ferris is not?

Activity 1Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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Writing Initial 
Explanations

Activity 2

20 MINLesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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We know that it rains 
more in West Ferris than 
in East Ferris. You will 
reflect on what you might 
already understand and 
what you don’t yet 
understand about rain.

Activity 2Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment



© The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

There are two parts to 
this assessment. In the 
first part, you will share 
your ideas about rain in 
general. In the second 
part, you will share your 
ideas about Ferris Island.

Activity 2Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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Record your ideas about rain and Ferris Island.

Activity 2Lesson 1.1: Pre-Unit Assessment
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Pre-Unit Assessment

Locate the 
Assessment Guide in 
Lesson 1.1 of your 
unit and read it.

Lesson 1.1



● Pre Assessment

● Summative assessment

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 2 
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System

Critical Juncture
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End-of-Unit Assessment

• Summative assessment of  mastery of 
science concepts

• Formative assessment of Science and 
Engineering Practices

3-dimensional assessment opportunity
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End of Unit Assessment for The Earth System

Lesson 4.3- Part 1 Lesson 5.5 Part 2

There are 2 parts to this summative assessment.
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Grade 5 | The Earth System

Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit 
Assessment Part 1
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Roundtable Discussion
Activity 1

20 MINLesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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Today, we will explain 
why more rain forms over 
West Ferris than East 
Ferris. To prepare, we will 
review what we have 
figured out so far.

Activity 1Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1



© The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

Remember, scientists 
and engineers often 
discuss possible 
answers to the questions 
they are investigating. We 
will discuss our ideas in 
Roundtable Discussions.

Activity 1Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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Turn to page 72 in your notebooks.

Let’s review how a 
Roundtable Discussion 
works and the questions 
we will discuss.

Activity 1Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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The follow-up questions 
are good to ask as you 
are leading the 
discussion. They can 
help to keep things going 
and make sure everyone 
has a chance to talk.

Activity 1Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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Discuss the questions.

Activity 1Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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End-of-Unit Assessment 
Part 1

Activity 2

30 MINLesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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You will write a scientific 
explanation for the 
people of East Ferris.

Let’s read the directions 
together to make sure 
everyone understands 
what to do.

Activity 2Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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What Is a Scientific Explanation?

1. It answers a question about how or why something happens.

2. It is based on ideas you have learned from investigations and text.

3. It is written for an audience.

4. It describes things that are not easy to observe.

5. It uses scientific language.

Activity 2Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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You can make a diagram 
to help brainstorm what 
you will explain or to 
support your explanation 
by illustrating what you 
have written about.

Activity 2Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1
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Write your explanation.

Activity 2Lesson 4.3: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 1



© 2020 The Regents of the University of California

Locate End of Unit Assessment
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End of Unit Assessment Part 1

Version A Version B

There are 2 versions of the assessment
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End-of-Unit Assessment

Open and skim your 
End-of-Unit Assessment 
Guide for lesson 4.3 

Work time



© 2020 The Regents of the University of California

End of Unit Assessment for The Earth System

Lesson 4.3- Part 1 Lesson 5.5- Part 2

Part 2 of this summative assessment.
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Grade 5 | The Earth System

Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit 
Assessment Part 2
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Chemical Reactions in 
Wastewater Treatment

Activity 1

20 MINLesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Remember, Mayor 
McKnight asked us to 
learn more about 
wastewater treatment as 
a possible solution to 
East Ferris’s water 
shortage problem.

Activity 1Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Chapter 5 Question
How can East Ferris turn wastewater into 
clean freshwater?

Activity 1Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Let’s reflect on the diagram and 
chemical reactions.

Activity 1Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2

Based on what we have 
learned through our 
investigations, what do 
you think happens during 
wastewater treatment?
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We have an idea that a 
chemical reaction 
happens during 
wastewater treatment.

Let’s read to see if we 
can find more evidence 
supporting our idea.

Activity 1Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Use the table of contents 
to find the “Treating 
Water for Human Use” 
section. Then, read and 
discuss those pages.

Activity 1Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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What evidence did you 
find in Water 
Encyclopedia to support 
our idea that a chemical 
reaction happens during 
wastewater treatment?

Activity 1Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Word Relationships
Activity 2

10 MINLesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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We’ll continue using 
important science words 
to discuss chemical 
reactions and 
wastewater treatment in 
a Word Relationships 
routine. 

Activity 2Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Turn to page 109 in your notebooks.

Activity 2Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2

Create and record 
sentences, using at least 
two of the words in 
each sentence. 



© The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

End-of-Unit Assessment 
Part 2

Activity 3

30 MINLesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Mayor McKnight wanted to know how 
wastewater treatment works because the 
people of East Ferris aren’t sure about the idea 
of using water that was once wastewater.

We’ll write to the people to explain how adding 
substances to wastewater allows engineers to 
get rid of harmful substances.

Activity 3Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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What Is a Scientific Explanation?

Activity 3Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2

1.  It answers a question about how or why something happens.

2.  It is based on the ideas we have learned from investigations 
      and text.

3.  It is written for an audience.

4.  It describes things that are not easy to observe.

5.  It uses scientific language.
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Let’s review the 
directions to make sure 
we all understand what 
to do.

Activity 3Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Making a diagram can 
help you brainstorm what 
you will explain or 
support your explanation 
by illustrating what you 
have written about.

Activity 3Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Write your explanations. 

Draw a diagram if it helps 
you explain your thinking.

Activity 3Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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In the next lesson, we’ll have a chance to use 
everything we have learned to discuss our 
ideas about how wastewater treatment can 
help East Ferris.

Activity 3Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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End of Lesson 

Published and Distributed by Amplify. www.amplify.com

Lesson 5.5: End-of-Unit Assessment Part 2
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Locate End of Unit Assessment
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End of Unit Assessment Part 2 Lesson 5.5

Version B

There are 2 versions of the assessment

Version A
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End-of-Unit Assessment

Open and skim your 
End-of-Unit 
Assessment Guide 
for lesson 5.5

Work time



Questions? 



● Introduction and Framing

● Unit Internalization

● Formative Assessments

● Closing

Plan for the day: Part 1 



Overarching goals
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

❏ Understand the pre and post assessments in this unit. 
❏ Understand how the formative assessments build to the 

summative assessment.
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Program Hub

Use the Amplify Science Program Hub to find 
useful resources for implementing Amplify 
Science, including unit overview videos and 
planning tools.
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LAUSD Microsite- 
https://amplify.com/lausd-science



Additional resources and ongoing support

Customer Care

Seek information specific to 
enrollment and rosters, technical 
support, materials and kits, and 
teaching support, weekdays 
7AM-10PM EST and weekends 
10AM-6PM EST.

help@amplify.com

800-823-1969

Amplify Chat



End of Part 2


