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Dear teachers,

You do a job that is nearly impossible and utterly essential.

We are in your corner – extending your reach, saving you time, and 
enhancing your understanding of each student.

Thank you for working with us to craft rigorous and riveting learning 
experiences for your classroom. 

We share your goal of inspiring all students to think deeply, creatively, 
and for themselves.

Sincerely,
Amplify

Amplify’s Purpose Statement 
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● Introduction
● Progress Builds
● Formative assessment
● Pre and end of unit assessment
● Closing

Plan for the day



Overarching goals
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

❏ Describe the overall structure of the Assessment System 
❏ Describe the  purpose  of the Formative, Pre and Post Unit  

Assessments



Norms: Establishing a culture of learners

● Take risks: Ask any questions, provide any answers.
● Participate: Share your thinking, participate in discussion and 

reflection.
● Be fully present: Unplug and immerse yourself in the moment.
● Physical needs: Stand up, get water, take breaks.



Opening reflection

Why do we assess our students?

What is challenging about 
assessing our students?

 Opening Reflection: Assessment



Why do we assess our students?

Assessment

To evaluate students’ 
mastery and 

communicate with 
stakeholders

To monitor progress 
and provide timely 

support



Why do we assess our students?

Assessment

Summative 
assessment

Formative 
assessment
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End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System 

Critical Juncture Assessments

Pg. 2

Beginning of 
unit

End of unit

End-of-Unit 
Assessment
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End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System 

Critical Juncture Assessments

On the Fly 
Assessments

End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Self 
Assessments



Assessment System Document
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Assessment System 

• Browse the 
Assessment System 
Document

Work time
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● Introduction
● Progress Builds
● Formative assessment
● Pre and post unit assessment
● Closing

Plan for the day



Focal unit: Grade 2

In their role as plant scientists, 
students work to figure out why 
there are no new chalta trees 
growing in the Bengal Tiger 
Reserve, which is part of a 
broadleaf forest. 

Plant and Animal Relationships
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

Progress Build A unit-specific learning progression
Assumed prior knowledge (preconceptions): Students are likely to understand that some 
animals eat plants for food and that plants need water and sunlight to grow.. However, it is not 
expected that students have considered the interdependence of plants and animals.
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

Plant and Animal Relationships Progress Build

Plants make seeds, which can 

sprout and grow into new 

plants only if they get enough 

sunlight and water.

In order to grow, seeds 

need space to get sunlight 

on their leaves and to 

spread their roots to get 

water.

Some plants depend on 

animals to disperse their 

seeds, and some animals 

depend on these plants for 

food.
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

Plant and Animal Relationships Progress Build

What new ideas are 
added at Level 2?

What new ideas are 
added at Level 3?

Plants make seeds, which can 

sprout and grow into new 

plants only if they get enough 

sunlight and water.

In order to grow, seeds 

need space to get sunlight 

on their leaves and to 

spread their roots to get 

water.

Some plants depend on 

animals to disperse their 

seeds, and some animals 

depend on these plants for 

food.



Progress Build analysis

Read and analyze your unit’s 
Progress Build.

Pg. 3

Work time
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● Introduction
● Progress Builds
● Formative Assessment
● Pre and end of unit assessment 
● Closing

Plan for the day



Formative assessment

A cycle of eliciting, interpreting, and 
taking action on information about 
student learning
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End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

K-5 Assessment System 

Critical Juncture Assessments

On the Fly 
Assessments

End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Self 
Assessments
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On the Fly Assessments 

On the Fly 
Assessments



On-the-Fly Assessments

● Track student progress within a 
Progress Build level

● Embedded into instruction

● Assessment resource includes 
“Look for” and “Now what”

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1



On The Fly Assessment
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Formative Assessment Resource Pg. 5
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Turn to page 26 in your notebooks.

How do you think a 
plant’s roots and leaves 
help the plant get what it 
needs to grow?

Activity 4Lesson 2.1: Exploring Plant Parts
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Deep, causal 
understandingPrior knowledge

Plant and Animal Relationships Progress Build

Plants make seeds, which can 

sprout and grow into new 

plants only if they get enough 

sunlight and water.

In order to grow, seeds 

need space to get sunlight 

on their leaves and to 

spread their roots to get 

water.

Some plants depend on 

animals to disperse their 

seeds, and some animals 

depend on these plants for 

food.

On-the-Fly 
Assessment
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On the Fly Assessment

• Explore the On the 
Fly Assessments 

Work time



Additional formative assessment information

In addition to assessing concepts in 
the Progress Build, some On-the-Fly 
Assessments provide data about:

● Science and Engineering 
Practices

● Crosscutting Concepts
● Literacy skills
● Student collaboration

On-the-Fly Assessments



Questions? 
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Critical Juncture Assessments



Critical Juncture Assessments

● Track student progress 
between Progress Build levels

● Embedded into instruction

● Assessment resource includes 
“Assess Understanding” and 
“Tailor Instruction”

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1



Critical Juncture Assessment
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Turn to page 21 in your notebooks.  

Activity 2Lesson 1.7: Explaining Why There Are No New Chalta Trees

Use the science words 
you just worked 
with—seeds, water, 
sunlight, full-grown, and 
sprout. ON-THE-FLY



Embedded formative assessments

Use the Embedded Formative 
Assessments document to get 
familiar with the Critical Juncture 
Assessments in your unit.

On-the-Fly and Critical Juncture Assessments



Embedded formative assessments

In 1-2 sentences, describe the 
relationship among:

● Progress Build
● On-the-Fly Assessments
● Critical Juncture Assessments

Reflection

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1



Questions? 



Additional formative assessment information

Full text of assessment

● Embedded Formative 
Assessments document

Locating assessment resources

● Instructional guide

● Classroom Slides notes



Additional formative assessment information

● Within assessments: 
○ “Look fors” (OtF)
○ “Assess Understanding” (CJ)

● Possible responses within the 
Instructional Guide

● Digital resources
○ Assessment Guides
○ Teacher References

Possible student responses



Additional formative assessment information

● End of each chapter
● Grades K-1: Pair Share activity
● Grades 2-5: Independent 

Investigation Notebook activity

Student Self-Assessments

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1
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● Introduction
● Progress Builds
● Formative assessment
● Pre and end of unit assessment
● Closing

Plan for the day
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Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

End-of-Unit 
Assessment

Pre-Unit 
Assessment

Pre and End-of-Unit Assessment Pg. 2



Pre-Unit Assessment

Locate the Assessment Guide in 
Lesson 1.1 of your unit and skim it.

Open up the classroom slides and 
see how the pre-unit assessment is 
embedded in the lesson. 

Lesson 1.1



Pre-Unit Assessment

Locate the Assessment Guide in 
Lesson 1.1 of your unit and skim it.

Open up the classroom slides and 
see how the pre-unit assessment is 
embedded in the lesson. 

Work Time



End-of-Unit Assessment

● Summative assessment of  
mastery of science concepts

● Formative assessment of 
Science and Engineering 
Practices

3-dimensional assessment opportunity
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End of Unit Assessment for Gr. 4 Earth’s Features

Lesson 3.5 Part 1

Two Part summative assessment 
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End of Unit Assessment for Gr. 4 Earth’s Features

Lesson 4.5- Part 2

Two Part summative assessment (usually found in Units 3 & 4)



End-of-Unit Assessment

Locate the End-of-Unit 
Assessment and Assessment 
Guide in your unit. 

Work time
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End-of-Unit Assessment

Locate, open and 
read your End-of-Unit 
Assessment Guide 

Work time



Questions? 



Assessment System

How do the Progress Build 
and assessments work as a 
system?

What are the benefits of this 
system for students? For 
teachers?

Which assessments include 
students engaging in 
authentic discourse?

Reflection



Resources for NGSS progress monitoring

● Accessible in the Global 
Navigation menu

● Grades 3-5
● 4 assessments per grade

NGSS Benchmark assessments



Resources for NGSS progress monitoring

● Located in the Unit Guide
● Identifies where each 

dimension of the target 
Performance Expectations 
are assessed in the unit, in 
the grade, or in the 
grade-band. 

3D Assessment Objectives



Questions? 
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● Introduction
● Progress Builds
● Formative assessment
● Pre and end of unit assessment 
● Closing

Plan for the day



Overarching goals
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

✓ Describe the overall structure of the Assessment System 
✓ Describe the  purpose  of the Formative, Pre and Post Unit  

Assessments



Closing reflection

Head: something you’ll keep in mind

Heart: something you’re feeling

Feet: something you’re planning to do

Based on our work today, share: 

�� 

��
��



Program Hub

● Unit overview videos
● Planning tools
● Remote and hybrid learning 

resources.

Pg. 
19



Additional resources and ongoing support
Customer Care

Seek information specific to 
enrollment and rosters, technical 
support, materials and kits, and 
teaching support, weekdays 
7AM-10PM EST and weekends 
10AM-6PM EST.

help@amplify.com

800-823-1969

Amplify Chat

Pg. 
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