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Norms: Establishing a culture of learners

● Take risks: Ask any questions, provide any answers.
● Participate: Share your thinking, participate in discussion and 

reflection.
● Be fully present: Unplug and immerse yourself in the moment.
● Physical needs: Stand up, get water, take breaks.
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Part 1



Opening reflection
What does “diverse learners” mean to you?
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Workshop goal - Part 1
Participants will be able to identify at least one new 
way they’ll use the teaching resources in Amplify 
Science to support the diverse needs of learners in 
their classrooms.



Teaching resources

1. Differentiation briefs

2. Formative assessments

3. Teacher support notes



Differentiation brief

● Lesson-specific information 
and suggestions

● Targeted lesson modifications 
for specific student populations



Differentiation brief

● Lesson-specific information 
and suggestions

● Targeted lesson modifications 
for specific student populations



Embedded formative assessments

● On-the-Fly Assessments and 
Critical Juncture Assessments

● Embedded into lesson activities



Teacher support notes

● Activity-specific background 
information or suggestions



Group jigsaw activity

Together: Assign roles

Independently (15 minutes):
● Preview your next lesson
● Explore your resource
● Make your slide

Together (10 minutes): Share 
slides and generate questions



Screen setup



Breakout rooms

What to expect



Group reflection: Teaching resources

Please share a question you still 
have or something new you learned 
from the jigsaw activity.



Additional resources for 
supporting diverse learners



Additional resources for supporting diverse learners

● Found in Lesson 1.1 Digital 
Resources

● Outlines typical prior 
knowledge and potential 
preconceptions

Pre-Unit Assessment Guide



Additional resources for supporting diverse learners

● Additional hands-on 
investigations to accompany 
unit instruction

● Compilation available in 
Printable Resource section on 
the unit landing page

Flextensions



Additional resources for supporting diverse learners

● Detailed overview available on 
Amplify help site: 

bit.ly/ASaccessibility 

Accessibility supports



Questions? 



Workshop goal
By the end of this session, participants will identify at 
least one new way they’ll use the teaching resources 
in Amplify Science to support the diverse needs of 
learners in their classrooms.



Timing
Sample clock 
time

Part Components

5
8:00-8:05

Part 1: Welcome ● Icebreaker
● Norms, session goal, and agenda

20
8:05-8:25

Part 2: Model 
activity

● Introduce and contextualize (2)
● Teacher modeling (5)
● Log in (3)
● Partner work fishbowl (5)
● Flex (5)

15
8:25-8:40

Part 3: Reflection ● Reflection 1: Teacher modeling (7)
● Reflection 2: Partner discourse (8)

15
8:40-8:55

Part 4: Resources 
and planning

● Introduce Discourse routine resource and work time (3)
● Looking ahead to an upcoming lesson (10)
● Share out (2)

10
8:55-9:00

Part 5: Wrap up ● Reflection and closing



Prep 
1. Review the Service Appointment in Salesforce to determine what materials the school has purchased 

(digital access, Investigation Notebooks, Spanish access, etc.), any previous training teachers have had, 
and look for any special notes. 

2. Email the Point of Contact with the email template found in the Handbook. Note that there isn't a PN 
for this session so you can remove language referring to one in the email.

3. Make a copy of this deck then update and customize it for your audience: 
a. Update title slide: update presenter name and school name. If you are not leading this session 

as part of a three-part series, update the session title as well.
b. Use the blue presenter notes throughout the deck for guidance on which slides to hide based on 

the curriculum edition your site is using.
c. Update survey slide: update presenter name
d. Add your PLS demo account to the login slide.

4. Practice navigating to the Discourse routines reference document on the Program Hub so you’re 
prepared to model this process: Amplify Science curriculum -> Global Navigation -> Program Hub -> 
Professional Learning Resources -> Additional Support -> Supporting Diverse Learners card -> 
Discourse routines reference.pdf

5. On the day of the session, log in with your training demo account and open the following:
a. Scale Tool: learning.amplify.com/scaletool
b. Amplify Science Program Hub



Supporting Diverse Learners 
with Amplify Science
Session 2: Embedded Supports: 

Teacher modeling and student discourse
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Norms: Establishing a culture of learners

● Take risks: Ask any questions, provide any answers.
● Participate: Share your thinking, participate in discussion and 

reflection.
● Be fully present: Unplug and immerse yourself in the moment.
● Physical needs: Stand up, get water, take breaks.
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Part 2



Workshop goal
By the end of this session, participants will have a plan 
to leverage teacher modeling and/or student 
discourse to support the diverse needs of learners in 
their classrooms in an upcoming lesson.



Example activity

Key idea:

Animals grow by changing food 
molecules into body molecules 
that can build their bodies.

Grade 5: Ecosystem Restoration



Example activity

Pay attention to how teacher 
modeling and student discourse 
support all students to access this 
complex content.

Scale Tool



Log in

1. Open an Incognito or Private 
window.

2. learning.amplify.com/scaletool

3. Log in with a demo account:

Username: 
nationalsciX@pd.tryamplify.net

Password: AmplifyNumber1

Scale Tool

http://learning.amplify.com/scaletool


Scale Tool fishbowl

Model student volunteers will:

● Compare familiar objects to 
ones they’ve never seen before

● Try to figure out which objects 
are too small to see with 
human eyes



Reflection

How was teacher modeling 
supportive in the example activity?



Leverage and build upon an embedded support

Make expert thinking visible:

● Digital tools

● Reading

● Writing

● Puzzling and sensemaking

● Reflecting on learning

● Full class, small groups, or 
one-on-one discussions with 
students

Think-aloud modeling



Reflection

How was partner discourse 
supportive in the example activity?

What can we do to make partner 
work more supportive and 
effective?



Leverage and build upon an embedded support

Guidelines:

● Partner reading guidelines (K-5)

● Active Reading guidelines (6-8)

● Guidelines for using apps

● Visual instructions for group 
work
○ Assign specific roles to group 

members

Partner and group work



Leverage and build upon embedded supports

Discourse routines:

● Structured pair or small-group 
talk routines

● Low-stakes rehearsal for 
full-group discussion or writing

● Formative assessment 
opportunities

Partner and group work



Leverage and build upon embedded supports

Add discourse routines to lessons:

● To provide extra practice

● For sensemaking around 
challenging concepts

● Before full-class discussions or 
formal writing opportunities

Discourse routine resources



Leverage and build upon embedded supports

In an upcoming lesson, plan when 
you can support diverse learners in 
your class by adding one of the 
following:

● Think-aloud modeling

● Partner or group work 
guidelines

● Structured discourse routine(s)

Work time

velocity

cause
effect

force



Leverage and build upon embedded supports

Share your plan for leveraging and 
building upon think-aloud modeling 
and student discourse in an 
upcoming lesson!

Work time



Questions? 



Workshop goal
By the end of this session, participants will have a plan 
to leverage teacher modeling and/or student 
discourse to support the diverse needs of learners in 
their classrooms in an upcoming lesson.



Additional resources and ongoing support

Customer Care

Seek information specific to 
enrollment and rosters, technical 
support, materials and kits, and 
teaching support.

help@amplify.com

800-823-1969

Amplify Chat



Please provide feedback!

Type: 

Strengthen

Session title: 

Supporting Diverse Learners: Embedded 

Supports A

Professional Learning Specialist name: 

Insert name

(insert email, if you would like)

surveymonkey.com/r/AmpSciPD


