
Connecting Assessment and Instruction
Connecting mCLASS® with DIBELS® 8th Edition to Amplify Core 
Knowledge Language Arts® (CKLA™)
mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition is a powerful resource that helps you determine how best to support your 
students, adjust instruction, and identify at-risk students early. Amplify CKLA is a unique core curriculum 
for PreK–5 ELA, combining rich, diverse content knowledge in history, science, literature, and the arts 
with systematic, research-based foundational skills instruction. By combining the results from mCLASS 
assessments with Amplify CKLA instruction, the CKLA lessons and activities are focused to provide timely, 
targeted instruction specific to the risk levels and skills gaps of your students.

Planning is the key to successfully implementing instruction that is informed by assessment results. Before 
beginning the school year, identify regular times in your daily/weekly schedule outside of core CKLA time to 
work with students, either in groups or individually, based on their needs. mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition 
automatically groups students based on which skills they need most and provides targeted activities that 
can be used in instruction. CKLA also includes activities that can be used during support/intervention 
instruction. The focus of this guide is to help you connect mCLASS results and groupings with CKLA 
instructional resources. 

CKLA Connect and mCLASS Instruction
CKLA Connect is now a part of the mCLASS Instruction tool. The mCLASS Instruction tool recommends 
CKLA lessons for introducing, practicing, and remediating the skill being worked on by the group.  

This document provides guidance in using the results from mCLASS assessments with CKLA and 
suggestions for using benchmark data to identify and utilize CKLA instruction to reinforce the literacy skills 
each student needs. When you use CKLA Connect, we highly recommend that mCLASS assessments 
replace the CKLA beginning-of-year (BOY), middle-of-year (MOY), and end-of-year (EOY) assessments for 
Grades K-3 (CKLA does not have a Kindergarten  BOY assessment). In Grades 4 and 5, CKLA assessments 
include Grammar, Reading Comprehension, and Morphology assessments that are not covered by 
mCLASS, so we  recommend that you use the CKLA benchmark assessments for these grades. You may 
also wish to administer the mCLASS Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) assessment in place of the CKLA Fluency 
Assessment for quicker administration and analysis. You should continue to use CKLA performance tasks, 
mid-unit, and end-of-unit assessments throughout the year as they measure understanding of the content 
in each individual unit and also connect to Pausing Point activities.
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How Are Assessment and Instruction Connected?

The first step in using these two programs effectively is to understand the connections between the 
measures used in mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition and the areas of instruction within CKLA. 

The chart below lists each of the DIBELS 8th Edition benchmark measures by grade: 

This table shows DIBELS 8th Edition measures that are connected to CKLA instructional activities:

DIBELS 8th Edition Measure CKLA Instructional Activity*

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) Letter Naming (Begins in Unit 6 of Kindergarten)

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (PSF) Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness

First Sound Isolation (FSI) Optional** Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)
Phonics: Basic Code, Letter-Sound Correspondence, Chaining, 
Decoding

Word Reading Fluency (WRF) Phonics: Advanced Code, Tricky Words, Reading, Wiggle Cards

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) Reading, Fluency Assessments, Fluency Packets

Maze Reading Comprehension Activities

*Note: most phonological/phonics activities are listed under Foundational Skills in the Teacher Guide.

** This optional measure is intended to be administered in kindergarten BOY when students perform poorly on PSF, to 
gather additional information on the skills that need reinforcement.
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By matching the measures to instructional activities, you can use CKLA to reteach, review, reinforce, or 
remediate targeted skills. CKLA Connect helps you choose the lesson segments within the whole lesson 
that aligns to the skills you would like to target. The Lesson-at-a-Glance chart will help you locate the 
lesson segment, show you how long the segment should take, and tell you which materials are needed. It’s 
important to choose activities that focus on skills that have already been taught or reviewed in order to stay 
within CKLA’s scope and sequence of instruction, and CKLA Connect helps you keep track of this by listing 
the lessons according to the unit and lesson order within the unit.

CKLA Examples
The following are examples of CKLA core instruction modules linked to each mCLASS with DIBELS 8th 
Edition measure to help you visualize how these tools can be used together effectively.

Letter Naming Fluency (Phonics)

Grade K, Unit 6 Lesson 5
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Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness)

Many segmenting exercises occur during Foundational Skills Warm-Ups in CKLA. Blending exercises can 
also help build this skill.

Note that kindergarten BOY students who score well below benchmark on PSF can be optionally 
administered the First Sound Isolation (FSI) measure to determine which specific skills they are lacking. 
Depending on students' FSI performance, you can decide whether to concentrate on instruction in 
Phonological Awareness or Phonemic Awareness.

Grade 1, Unit 1 Lesson 4

More activities can be found at the end of Skills lessons in K-2 in Additional Support.

Grade 1, Unit 1 Lesson 4: Additional Support
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Nonsense Word Fluency (Phonics)

Nonsense Word Fluency measures students’ accuracy and ability to blend through letter/sounds to read 
words that are not real words. This measure includes CVC words, CVCe words, vowel blends, and consonant 
blends. Knowledge of the code, or the one-to-one relationships between letters and sounds, is essential, so 
CKLA instruction includes a wide variety of phonics activities.

Grade K, Unit 7 Lesson 1

In this lesson, students are being introduced to the consonant digraph /ch/:

Grade K, Unit 7 Lesson 1 Additional Support
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Word Reading Fluency (Phonics and Word Recognition)

This measure identifies a student’s ability to read high-frequency words, sight words, and words with 
irregular spellings. CKLA instruction includes Tricky Words, Tricky Spellings, and words with alternate 
spellings. 

Grade 2, Unit 2 Lesson 5

Oral Reading Fluency (Fluency)

Many CKLA lessons focus on students reading text aloud to increase fluency. Students sometimes work 
with the teacher; at other times they might read aloud with a partner or in small groups. There are multiple 
opportunities for teachers to informally listen to students read and record their observations as well as 
administer formal reading fluency assessments. In addition, there are supplemental Fluency Packets on the 
Teacher Resource site for Grades 2-5.

Grade 3, Unit 2 Lesson 11
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Grade 3, Unit 2 Lesson 15

This optional fluency assessment is included in the Unit Assessment.

Maze (Comprehension)

Maze assessments measure students’ comprehension of reading passages. Activities in CKLA that promote 
and increase comprehension include the lessons under “Reading” in the Teacher Guide, including close 
reading lessons. In CKLA, students gain comprehension skills through discussion and exercises requiring 
them to answer questions using evidence from the text.

Grade 5, Unit 2 Lesson 5
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Using mCLASS Group Analysis (Instruction) with CKLA Instruction
mCLASS Instruction automatically creates small groups based on the earliest skills on the continuum in 
which students exhibit a struggle. The Instruction group card for each group contains detailed reading-
pattern analysis so you are pointed in the right direction for instruction. In addition, the system also analyzes 
individual student needs. Each Instruction group card includes the CKLA Connect banner at the bottom. 
CKLA Connect displays a list of aligned lessons and activities targeted at the relevant skills for the group.

With the knowledge of which skills need to be addressed, along with the mapped listing in CKLA Connect, 
you can find lessons and activities in the CKLA Teacher Guide or in the online Assessment and Remediation 
Guide (ARG) or Decoding and Encoding Remediation Guide (DERG) that can help to address those skills.

In this example from Kindergarten, the group needs more support in Decoding, specifically blending sounds 
into words. Before CKLA Connect was introduced, you would use CKLA’s Kindergarten Skills Scope and 
Sequence document on the Teacher Resource site to find that Blending Sounds into Words is reviewed in 
Unit 2. You would pull lessons or additional support activities for review or reteaching from that unit to use 
in small group instruction/intervention. Now you will see the index of CKLA activities in the CKLA Connect 
section at the bottom of the group card.
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Additional Support

If students need more intensive support in a particular area, there are guides available that provide lesson 
templates, activities, word lists, worksheets, games, and progress monitoring by skill: the Assessment and 
Remediation Guides (ARG) for Kindergarten through Grade 3 or Decoding and Encoding Remediation Guide 
(DERG) for Grades 4 and 5. You can find these guides on the Amplify CKLA Teacher Resource site on each 
grade’s home page, under the units. 

In Grades K-1, the guides are aligned specifically to each CKLA unit so you can provide support and 
intervention for just-taught skills. In Grade 2, the individual units are combined into a single document. In 
Grades 3-5, the ARG/DERG provides intervention activities that are sequenced by skill, from the earliest 
literacy skills of basic decoding to more advanced decoding skills such as using spelling alternatives and 
Tricky Spellings. With activities arranged in this way, you will be able to remediate in a wide range of skill 
levels. We highly recommend that you read the Introduction to the ARG/DERG before using it. 

This table of contents example from the Grade 5 DERG shows materials listed by skill, from simpler to more 
difficult concepts. All grade levels are organized in the same way.
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Risk Groups and Recommended CKLA Resources
After benchmark assessment, mCLASS analyzes the results data and categorizes students based on 
research-based cut points and standards of measurement for each of the measures. The benchmark 
performance categories are listed in the table below, along with recommendations on how to use CKLA 
instruction to support each group.

Each category has a list of instructional ideas to address the varying needs of students. You may use one or 
more approaches, as needed.

Use the Scope and Sequence or the new Teacher Planner, both on the Teacher Resource site, to help find 
units and lessons that are aligned to skills you want to target.

Benchmark Performance 
Descriptor (and color indicator)

CKLA Instructional Recommendations

Well Below Benchmark (Red)

• Some students may need intensive remediation using the ARG before entering 
into core CKLA instruction. In some cases, you may want to pull materials from a 
grade level below to address specific skills (see the CKLA Placement Assessment 
Grouping directions in Unit 1). Otherwise, students should receive CKLA core 
instruction. 

• Reteach using CKLA lessons that introduce a new skill and continue to review 
(this should take place outside core instruction time)

• Administer ARG lessons over multiple sessions (outside core instruction time)
• Pausing Point activities

Below Benchmark (Yellow)

• Continue CKLA instruction
• Use Support sidebars in the CKLA Teacher Guide
• Reteach or review new or weak skills
• Use Additional Support activities at the end of the Skills lesson
• Administer ARG lessons over a few sessions until students master the 

skill(outside core instruction time)
• Pausing Point activities

At Benchmark (Green)
• Continue with core instruction
• Select Pausing Point activities

Above Benchmark (Blue)

• Continue with core instruction
• Use Challenge sidebars in the Teacher Guide
• Use enrichment stories from the Student Reader
• Select Pausing Point activities

If you need additional help in connecting mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition and CKLA, please contact 
edsupport@amplify.com, call 1-800-823-1969, or use Live Chat.
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